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to a quiet life in his own hereditary domain. The war was one
solely in defence of religion and the freedom of the people—a
cause for which he would refuse no travail or danger till the last
drop of his hlood were spent. The Estates pressed on the
Queen to take full possession of Holland and Zeeland ; they were
resolved, if she refused, to throw themselves on the French, who
would then be masters of the Low Countries. To prevent that, let
the Queen put herself at the head of a Protestant League, and,
with the aid of the German Protestant chiefs, effect some peaceful
settlement of the revolted provinces. Rather than they should
fall into the Spaniards' hands they would not only die with their
country, but, before they died, they would entangle the same with
such a devil as should root out the name of the Spaniards for ever
amongst them.
In spite of this eloquent appeal, warmly supported
now and many times by her own counsellors, Elizabeth
steadily rejected the tempting offer. She was at this
very time disposed to make some arrangement with
Alva and with Philip. She was very willing to see
the Netherlands embarrass and exhaust Spain. From
time to time, as it suited her moves upon the board,
she allowed them to have men, money, and ships.
She always took care not to drive them to despair, not
to suffer them to be utterly exterminated. She would
not accept their protectorate; she would not let any
other power accept it. She would give no official
countenance either to rebellion or to Calvinism—much
as she was willing to profit by both in enabling her to
hold her ground against France and Spain. She would
not risk her very existence by a premature war with
Philip ; she would not encumber her country with a
new Calais and new continental appanages, however
tempting they might seem. Nor would she, semi-
Catholic head of an Anglican episcopacy, put herself at

